N O R T H W E ST

Seen this plant?
Tiger pear 			

Opuntia aurantiaca

Tiger pear is an invasive cactus species from South America that has naturalised in a variety of habitats in North
West, Central West and Hunter regions. Tiger pear was likely to have been introduced to Australia in the late
1800’s.

How does this weed affect us?
Tiger pear has sharp, barbed spines up to 5 cm long that:
•
•
•
•

cause painful injuries to people, livestock, working dogs and pets
injure and sometimes kill wildlife that get trapped in the spines
devalue wool and hides and prevent shearing
get stuck around the mouth of lambs or calves and prevent them from
feeding.

Tiger pear forms dense thickets that prevent movement of animals and
people. This means that:
•
•
•
•

livestock may not be able to access feed
mustering is difficult
access to watering points is reduced
recreational activities such as bushwalking and camping are restricted.

Seen it? Call us:
Help protect our land, plants
and wildlife.
If you spot any infestations
of tiger pear, please contact
your BIOSECURITY WEEDS
OFFICER by calling the
NSW BIOSECURITY HELPLINE

1800 680 244
North West Regional Priority Weeds
Objective – ASSET PROTECTION

Where is it likely to be found?
Tiger pear’s current distribution in Australia is across
the North West, Central West and Hunter regions.
Tiger pear grows in warm-temperate and dry
subtropical climates with annual rainfall from 150 mm
to over 800 mm. It grows in a wide variety of soil
types and is very drought tolerant once established.
Tiger pear occurs in a variety of habitats including
open woodlands, open shrublands, pastures, fencelines, roadsides, streambanks and is common along
creeks and waterways.

What does it look like?
Spines are:
•
•
•
•
•

dark green, sometimes red to purplish
very branched
like a flattened cylinder, sometimes round
3.5 – 20 cm long and 1 – 5 cm thick
covered in small raised bumps that have hair-like
bristles and 1 – 7 longer spines in each.

Flowers are:

Fruit are:
•
•
•
•
•

egg or pear-shaped with a flattened top
2 – 3.5 cm long
green when young
red to purple when ripe
spiny.

Leaves have:
• 3 – 4 mm long
• cone-shaped
• fall off when the stems are young.

How does it spread?
Tiger pear reproduces vegetatively and produces
sterile seeds. Like many other cactus species, tiger
pear spreads by movement of segments (parts of the
plant) which root when they come in contact with the
ground.
Much of the spread of tiger pear appears to be
associated with livestock, native and feral animals,
vehicles, and water movement. New plants are
capable of growing from segments of all sizes.

• yellow
• 2 – 5 cm in diameter
• cup-shaped.

Help us protect our land,
plants and wildlife

Cladodes (or stems) are:

For control and biosecurity information for
tiger pear, visit WeedWise
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/TigerPear

•
•
•
•

grey or brown
1 – 5 cm long
very sharp and rigid
barbed near the tips that makes them difficult to
remove.

Contact WIRES if you see a sick or injured koala on
1300 094 737
For guidance on restoring koala habitat see
resources available at https://koala.nsw.gov.au/
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Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and
understanding at the time of writing (February 2021). However, because of advances in
knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that information upon which they
rely is up to date and to check currency of the information with the appropriate NSW
Government department.

